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TO THE RIGHT HO- 

NOR ABLE MY SINGYLAR. 

good Lordo, the Lords of her Mateſties © 
2 honorable priuie connſel. 


Har it pleaſed 
15 God $5 10 


15 > 7 of late before | 
7 your Lordſhips 


in I Maieſties Court at Green- 


wich, haue, as neare as I could 
remember, layd downe here no - 
in writing, to the ende, that what 
then both pleaſed and profited 
ſome, may inthe bleſſing of like 


mercie, do the ſame againe, and 


A Iii 


what miſliked anie, may be fur- 
ther conſidered, whether it ſo de- 
ſerue in deed, or was but only thẽ 
miſtake, V Vhich litle labor Iam 
bold to preſent vnto your Ho- 
nors, who with moſt holy and re- 
ligious attention heard the ſame, | 
that vnder the like fauour of your | 
Honorable countenance, being 
foũd without cauſe of iuſt diſlike, | 
it may both paſſe to the view of 
others alſo that heard it not, and 
remaine a poore teſtimony of my 
dutiſull heart and true affection 
towards your Lordſhips euer to 


my death. 


Your Honors moſt humble 
bounaen 


GxRYASE BALINGTON, 


The ſecond ofthe Kings the Y "v4 


Vi Chapter. 


13 BY: his ſeruants came, and ſpake vnto 

| him &ſaid, Father, if the Prophet had 

3 cõmãded thee a great thing, woldeſt thou 
not haue done it? how much rather then, 
when he ſaith to thee, Waſh & be cleane? 

14 Then went he downe and waſhed him- 

| ſelfe ſeuen times in Jorden, according to 

the ſaying of the man of God: and his 

| fleſh came againe, like vnto the fleſh of 

a little child,and he was cleane. 

15 And he returned againe to the man of 
God, he, andall his companie, and came 
and ſtood before him & ſaid, Behold now 
I know that there is no God in all the 
world, but in Iſrael:now therefore Ipray 
thee take a reward of thy ſeruant. 

16 But he ſaid, As the Lord liueth (before 
whom] ſtand) I will not receiue it. And 


he would haue conſtrained him to re- 


ceiue it, but he refuſed. 


#72. Iz; Aung elſwhere of lafe(right 
7 {Vononrable ) conſidered oe 
—— | this Chapter fo this place, , 
e baue thought god to gos 
OS foward with thus much 
moze of it at this time. hoping 


5 ꝗ— 
— 
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it chall not be iudged vnſit foz this place, 
"and theſe dayes wherein we liue. The 
woꝛds read as we ſc, are parcell of the 
it ſtoꝛie of Naman the Aſſy2tan,a ſtoꝛie ſo wel 
1 knowne vnto vs, that A ſhall not nede to 
| make any lög reherſal of it. Jn few woꝛds 
| fo: oꝛder ſake thus much. Naman was a 
mightie man and verie honourable in 
the Court of the king of Aﬀſp2ta , and euen 
il with the king him ſelfe verie highly eſter⸗ 
it med. The reaſon is alledged in the ſtoꝛie, 
[= © namely, becauſe by his hand the Lo2d had 
che deliuered the kingdome from great danger: 
bur Gen. thereby the ſpirit of God teaching vs, that 
ber 186. there is not in this woꝛld a moꝛe iuſt cauſe 
i. ofhonozableregard, and moſt high accompt 
to be had and made of a man, not only with 
people but euen with Pꝛince, then faithful 
{one and fruteful ſernice to king and coun⸗ 
trie: as the contrarie is moſt woꝛthy alſo 
ok al hatred, ſhame, and confuſion, But as 
- midlft al this honoz (ſaith the ſtoꝛie) Naman 
was a Leaper , an vgly and grieuous 
diſeaſe we all know, euen in a poꝛe man, 
uw but in one of ſuch place far moꝛe grieuous. 
(Freatmen Me learne and ſe by it how often God 
E thinketh it god to ſeaſon the pleaſures and 
plozie that otherwiſe be voutlaketh greaf 
4 


D. Babington at the ( onrt. 


men in this wo2ld with ſome humblings ex 
chaſtiſements, either maladies in bodte, oz 


miſeries in minde, from which yet alter 
triall and exerciſe of them to his pleaſure, 


he is able to releaſe them as he did here 
Naman, if it halbe god foz them. The ſto⸗ 
rie againe telleth vs, there was dwelling 
with Namans wife an Jſraclttiſh maid, tas 
ken by y Allprians as they ſcouted abzoad 
and placed with her: This maide ſ&ing her 
Loꝛd and maſter his wofall eſtate, like an 


her Loꝛd were with the P2ophet in her 
countrie , doubtleſſe he would heale him. 


Che woꝛds of the maide were bzonght to 


Namans hearing, he relded to the wiſh, x 
intendeth a icurney top Pzophet,acquains 
teth the king his maſter with his deſire, 


who not only gaue him leaue, but wzit als 
ſo his honourable letters to the king of AH. 5 
rael in his behalfe: which letters were 


wonderfully miſtaken when they were 
read as if a quarrel by the ſhould be ſought 
againſt him, ſo that he rent his clothes foz 


griefe and anger at theſe letters. The pꝛo⸗ 


phet Eliſha hearing of this behauiour in the 
king, ſent woꝛd to him to ſend Naman to 
him, and he ſhould know that there was a 


— 


honeſt ſeruant pitied it, and wiſhed that 


9 n 3 * 
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P2ophet in Iſrael. Upon which meſſage 


Naman came to him, & receiued this dire⸗ 
tion, that he ſhould go waſh ſeuen times in 
Joꝛden, and he ſhould be whole. But ſo far 


was he from toying to heare of health after 
this ſozt,y he toke it to be a mere mockery 


of him, and bꝛake out into woꝛds, that he 
loked the Pꝛophet ſhould haue come fo2th 
to him, and haue laid his hands on him, 
pꝛaped foꝛ him, and ſo haue heated him, as 
fo2 water and waſhing are not Abanah e 
Pharpar ( ſaith he) riuers of Damaſcus as 
god as the waters of Iſrael, ec. In which 
chafe and choller his leruants ſpake vnto 


him as we haue now heard. Father (ſay 


thep ) if the Prophet had commanded thee 
a great thing, wouldſt thou not haue done 
it? 2 how much more this that he ſaith, waſh 
and becleane, &c. This is the ſlozie. 


Now fo2 the woꝛds read, if we marke 
tbem, they offer vnto our conſideration 
foure things, 


I " irſt the ſpeech of the ſernants to their 
|. Lord. 
$ ecoudly, his yeelding thereunto. 
3 : Zhiraly, the fruit of his obedience, health. 


4 12 ot than fuſe when he was 


D. Babington at the Court. T F "EY ; 5 
The ſpeech ol the ſeruants againe, hat 
in it to be obſerued: Lee 


72 ground from whence it came. 


The manner of it. 
The matter of it. 


His yeelding hath in it, 
To wham he neeldeth zenen to his ſernants, . 
In what ſort:readily without check or ſanb.. 


| The fruit oz effect, being his health,hath 
in it, 
How it was obtained, to wit, by waſhing in 
Torden, T 
/ How many times: ſeuen times. 


Dis thankfulnes laſtly hath in it, 


God. 
To whom, to wit, to) The Prophet, 
In mhat fort vehement li, not only formally. 


Concerning the flrſt, the ſpeach of the 
ſeruants,and therein firſt the ground from 
whence it came, what was it, but a lcuing, 
a true, a dutifull, and an affectionate heart 
to the god or their maſter. This made them ame, 
ſpeake, this made them ve nture, this made in ſcrnants 


thẽ bold fo perſwade with him as thep did: = tare.” 


Faichfulnes 
Fiſcruants 
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A thing that euer God required in ſer⸗ 


erbieſſed. uants, and a thing that euer God hath hos 


1 
1 


14 
11 


h. G. 5. &c. 


1 
* 
; 


noured with his bleſſings vpon it, and re⸗ 
membzances of if in his wozd , Eyhe /. 6. 
Seruants ( ſaith the Lozd) obay them that 
are your maſters with feare and trembling, 


O 


of your heart, as vnto Chriſt. Not with eye 


ſeruice as men pleaſers, but as ſeruants of 
Chriſt, doing the wil of God from the heart. 
With good will ſeruing the Lord and not 


men, and know yee, that whatſoeuer good 


thing any man doth, that ſame ſhall he re- 
ceiue of the Lord, whether he be bond or 
free. With what remembꝛance is the ſer⸗ 
nant of Abraham regiſtred in the boke of 
God foꝛ his faithfulnes and loue to his ma⸗ 
ſter, that hauing receiued in charge to gor 
ſake a fit match foꝛ his maſters ſonne as 


mongſt his owne kinred, from whom he 


was then farre ſeperate by the commande- 
ment of God, that willed him toremone as 
he did, the ſeruant fell vpon his knees to 


buſineſſe to his maſters god: would not 
cate no2 dzinke when he came to the place, 
till he ſaw how he ſhould (pede, c. How 
alſo is Iacob ſpoken of, as true a ſeruaunt 

„ as 


that is, with carefull reuerence in ſinglenes 


the Lo2d foz direction, euerie way in that 


2 n 
"4 Be Herr Pr”. _ 


-  nants to day: Lone to maſter, is loue to 


their maſter, certainly (with great pzoba- 


rie honourable minded man fo all ſo2ts, A 


tied all wickednes, temptations, and baits 


D. Babington at the C onrt. $f : 
as euer man hade How Ioſeph, how many e. 
moe foꝛ their true hearts and faithfull ſers ö 
nice to their maſters? Therefaze deare and 


pꝛetious (F ſay ) was euer this diſpoſition [ 
in ſeruants that here we ſw in Namans ſer | 


God , ſeruice fo maſter is ſeruice to God, x 
ſo reputed , eſteemed , and bleſfed of God. 
Now if we ſhould aſke by what meanes 
this lone was wzought in the ſeruants fo 


bilitie we may ſay) it was by the honoura⸗ 
ble vſage of them by their maſter , foz the 
whole ſfozte ſpeaketh of Naman as of a ve⸗ 


remembꝛante that way againe to maſters, Honouble} 


ur and 


to regard their poꝛe ſeruants with comfozt : 200d viage | 


and fauour,as ſhalbe ſit, if they wil poſſeſſe a — 


their hearts, as they owne their bodies foz 
their times. Foz this is it p pearceth with 
à ſugred ſwertnes, euen to the reines of a 
man, and maketh him thinke no toile of bo⸗ 

die oz bꝛaine to much foꝛ ſo god amaſter, 
Example Ioſeph, who inflamed in heart ;... 15.4.9. 


wilh his maſters moſt honor rable fauours 


to him, in putting him ſo in truſt that he 
knew not what he had vnder his hand, de⸗ 


4 
——_—_— 3 | 
— n 
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A. ves in him in the wozld, The cõtrarie inamaſter 
| Fate wolüdeth the heart and the verie ſoule of a 
1 true ſeruãt wh# he ſ&@th it :Erample Iacob, 
Frs whoſeingthe countenance of Laban chan⸗ 
ged vpon him, bꝛake into griefe, bewayled 
it to his wiues, and as vfterly diſcouraged 
to ſerue any moꝛe, purpoſeth a departure, 
which to Labans great lolſe he perfozmed. 
ue maſters Jknow the maſters Poſte is, Deſerue and 
Foie then deſire, and but gad reaſon that deſerf 
ſhould go befo2e deſire : but then when des 
ſert is, and deſire vpon deſert fo releue 
lacke, let not the ſeruant ſet downe his 
ne em Folie againe with mourning mind, Fidelis 
doe. ſeruus perpetuus aſinus: A good ſeruant and 
aA perpetuul drudge. Ieſus the ſonne of Syrach 
was a wiſe man we al know, and amongſt 
many pꝛecepts he giueth this as one: Let 
ode for al thy ſoule loue a good ſeruant, defraud him 
maſters. not that beſtoweth himſelfe for thee, neither 
leaue him euer a poore man. Neglect of this 
bath depꝛiued men of ſuch as were wozth 


. ry 


| in their places, of whom after triall they 
ritotle. were fo2ced to fay «au, diu ehe. O friends 
| 4 er un friend; teling the truth of this. 


Cum: tot populis ſtipakus cas, 1 
4 


againſt him, whatloeuer they might gaine 


gold, x furniſhed them with ſlipperie ones 


— 


titleotł Lozd, Let not my Lord be angrie ther- 
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In tot populis vix vna fides. 
Garaed thou art with tronpes of men, but furth 
thou finder ſcarſe in one. Remember here 
Naman furniſhed with faithtull ſeruants 
towards him, becauſe he was moſt honoꝛa⸗ | 
ble towards them. Lone in maſter makes | 
loue in man, except ih fozme of man he bee 


a diuell. p | 7 a 
Hauing thus conſidered the ground of ben hen % 
this peach, let vs next conſider the manner fince to Ma. 


giſtrates an 


of it, which as we fee is modeſt humble, res wen in au 
uerent, with the title and terme of Father orie, tq 


teach them 


and no wozſe. Thus ſpake men in thoſe wich wn 
dayes that taſted but of ciuilitie: If moze gen they) 
we would ſee, moze we may well ſer in the their intent 
23. of Ceneſis, where the Sichemites ſpeake sven as) 
fo * Abr aham as to a Peince, Abr aham to hows n 
them againe with all reuerence. Aron on *"gbc 


to honour 


ſpeaketh to Moſes his owne bꝛother with them even | 
#c. Sauls ſeruant that went with him fo * Ge | 
ſceke the loſt alles ſaith, here dwelleth in Romas. «ny 
this townea Seer, an honorable man. And men Bonk | 
be that ſpa to ſo of the Pꝛophet, would haue auen of | 
vſed no leſſe reverence to the P2ophet we 1 5, | 
may well thinke. The Angel himſelfe to a | 
man choſen fo office, vſeth reuerence and 


termes of honour , God ſaue ther Gedcon Iudg c,,,, | 


F ð ͤ ON 


10 e Sermonpreached by 
thou valiant man. Thus J ſay again ſpake 
men in thole dayes to men in authozitie. 
| But alas the change now, when we rime 
1 in verſe, raile in pꝛoſe, and ſinne in both, 
F' againft God and his choſen inſtrumentes 
| here on earth, moſt fearefully. Me ruffell 
with them as Corah and his company did 
with Moſes and Aron, pꝛoudliꝑ and mali⸗ 
tiouſlꝑ telling them that they take to much 
bpon them neuer remembꝛing the dꝛead⸗ 
,. full iudgement that befell thoſe men foz 


that it is ſaid erpzeſlp in the text, that it 
was done in ſignum for 4 ſigne, to wit, of 
that which ſhallbefall firſt oz laſt, one way 
92 other, to all thoſe that euer ſhould do the 
like: Foz Sequitur ſuperbos vltor a tergo 
Deus, Z he plague of God followeth the proud 
ſtomabe euen at the heeles : And molt notable 
is i that Chryſoſtom hath to this purpoſe, 
hne. gyhen he ſaith, Eſto, multum edifices, ha- 
1 beas elemoſynas,gciunia,preces,virtutes om- 
nes, omnia iſta prophana ſunt, impura, abo- 
minabilia fine humilitate. Let it be that thou 
eliſieſt much, haft almes deeds, fastings, pray- 
ers, and all vertnes, if thy hart be proud, mali- 
tious, enuious againit thy ſuperiours, and void 
ef hunulitie;, certainly all theſe are prophane, 
3 Pure, 


D. DAVIHOTOY A Cn | 
;mpure and ak in thee. The verie 
ſame iudgement had Auſten when he ſaid, 
if he wereaſked what was the chiefe thing 
in pietie and religion, and what the ſecond, 
and what the third; he would anl were to 
all, and that all in al were humilitie, as the 
 Rhefozictan ſaid, pronunciation was in 
eloquence . Loke we then often, enen Modeſt 
with a religious eye at this modeſtie and dor ben 


not be yoo 
reuerece in Namans ſeruants, and be ſure bleed, 


what the wiſedome of God hath not paſſed 
vnnoted in them, he wil not paſſe ouer vn⸗ 

bleſſed in vs, if we haue it. Ye that taneth 2 
an inſtrument , and will haſtely hopſt a 
firing , may bappely ſoner bꝛeake it then 
tune it, but by milde and gentle ſtrapning. 
he may bꝛing it to a pitch that ſhall fit his 
purpoſe. Thus of the manner alſo of their 


ſpeech, 
The third thing in their ſpeech is the 222 


matter of it, which as we all ſeꝛ is aplaine ans pe 
perſwaſton of their Loꝛd t maſter, fo that 
thing that diſliked him, that he was offen⸗ 
ded with, and could not abide to heare of at 
the Pꝛophets owne mouth. And why per⸗ 
ſwade they thus? Surelp becauſe it tended 
fo his god, therefoze they aduenture to 
(peake, Then theſs ſeruants ſ@thed not 

2 F B. 4 
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\,: their Lozd in his wzong humour, they 
gow" played not as the reflection of the face doth 


in the glaſſe , euer perfozming that ſame 


fl geſture that we ble, e no other. In a wozd, 
they llattered not either foz fano2 oz feare, 

| but with duetie ſpake fruely to their mas 
ſters god, though his pzeſent humour car- 
ries him then to a contrary courſe. O glaſle 
ok glaſſes foz all men to loke in with great 
pꝛofite, but eſpecta{sy ſach as in this place 
now behold and ſe& it. Fo2 here, heere are 
they, who ik they were dealt all truelp 


, And dutifullp would certain, avoid what 


many times thep do with great hurt, either 
to themſelues o2 others. And where as the 
common ſaying areth many that-wiſh 
the beſt: to wit, Veritas odium parity ob- 


ſequium amicos, ruth gets hatred,and flat 


ter 
roroffended' but quite confrarte with graue, wile, and 
vieh. god men. My warrant is not onely erpe⸗ 
2 rience, which vet is a ſure teacher, but the 
*23- expaeſſe woꝛb of God, thabſaith; 
buketh a man ſhal finde mc, 2 fatlc 
laſt, then he that flattereth with 
Che venom ok flatterie, an me bat 
is bꝛought by ſmothing tongue ln 0 


Ariends: withgut doubt it is not ſo euer, 


| latterie, 


ficiently. 


＋* L 


he that re⸗ 


tan utter no thoughts of hear: abhozſuf- | 


—_—_—_C_=* 


their maſters wicked humour flew y kings 
olf the banquet that was made foz ſuch a 


pulled out of God his hand hat fearefall '* 
limiften with the Angel of God ar , 5 


D. Babmgton at the ( ourt. 13 


ficiently, What monſters of men were | 
thoſe ſeruants of Abſolon ? who to content. S132 


ſonne, x their maſters bꝛother in the midſt 


purpoſe. What a wound to the kingdomee 
gave thoſe flattering young counſellers, os. 
when with their —— the king in his 
vaine of youth , and crofſingy aduiſe of the 
old and pꝛudent counſailers , at one blow 
they cut from the kingdome of twelue 
tribes, ten? Mhat an valy vice in Vriah 
the P2ieff was it to follow the kings hu⸗ | 
mour, and make an altar exp:efly againſt : Kin. 16.11 
the woꝛd and will of God:? Many ſuchfil- 
thy flatferers with their harmes could J re⸗ 
member if needftill it were, theſe not ſuffi 
ſing. Not without cauſe therefoꝛe ſaid An- Anilihenes 
titthenes once, that it was better fo fall in 
x6 234g, uam in Kixuree, among t rauens, then 
anongit flatterers,foz rauens fwd but vpon 
the wed, flatterers bpon the liuing, rauens 
eafethe bote gatterers deuour the mind. 
and what verlüe ſo euer might be in the 

ſame. Nhe haſtened as it were, and euen 


plague and iudgement vpon Herod, to be 


14 A Sermon preached b 7 
| and eaten with lice, but thoſe ſmiling ſmo⸗ 
A. 15 22. thers that cried the voice of God and not of 
man. This filthy flatterie maketh a Welch 
re ferh ſee Pꝛouerb that we haue in Males true, that 
—— Acc it is hard to know the things, an oke, a 
NHerwin a dap, and a man: An oke fo2 his pꝛiuie wind⸗ 
Por ſhakes that may be within, ſeme it ne⸗ 
| ner ſo faire without: a day foz his va⸗ 
riableneſſe of wether, and accidents that 
fall therein, and a man fo2 his hollow hart 
when his woꝛds are ſofter then otle , and 
molt comfoꝛtable: But let this ſinne go fa 
hell, whither it will carrie all that vſe it 
without repentance, and let vs marke the 
vertue of theſe ſeruants of Naman p were 
ſo far from it. They are dead, and pet line 
fo2 dealing plainly with duetie foz their 
maſters god, and hating to ſoth him to his 
harme , and liue they ſhall with God allu⸗ 
redly that euer vſe it. 

The teaſon The reaſon ot their perſwaſion is an ar⸗ 
ale et: gument d2awne from the greater to the 
leſſe. If the Prophet (ſay thep) had com- 
maunded thee a great thing, wouldſt thou 
not haue done it? then much more willing- 

ly ſhould this ſmall thing be performed. 


q | why —— The grounds of their Antecedent are two: 


| be doneif ng of thebidder,a P2ophet.(thers 
2 02e 


A maiori. 


therefoꝛe his woꝛds muſt be of weight, and 
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foze they lay if the Prophet with an em⸗ 
phaſis in the title and name) and the end of ofche bid 
the thing bidden to — of health, der. 

and deliuerance from ſo grieuous a diſeaſe: 

either of which, but much moꝛe both togi⸗ 

ther, were a ſufficient reaſon to make a ma 

do a great thing, ik it had beene comman⸗ 

ded. Being as much in effect and ſenſe, as 

if they ſhould haue ſaid, ſir his calling firſt Miniſters | 
is reuerent and high, not tobe deſpiſed oz vm 
lightly regarded; He is aP2ophet, the mi⸗ cer calling 
niſter of God, by whom God hath ſhewed | 
bis power areatly,as we haue heard , and 


his direction followed, though he had iniop⸗ 
ned a great matter. Secondly what he wil⸗ 
eth, tendeth to pour health, and to no wozſe 
effect:fo2 he ſatth Wath and be cleane. Now 
 foz mans health verte great things are to 
ve indured, eſpeciallp if his griefe be great. 
Therefoze, as wel fo2 his calling that wil⸗ 
leth, as foz the fruite of the thing willed, 
this counſel of the Pꝛophet ſhould willing- 
ly and readily be imbꝛaced and followed, 
This is the perſwafion in ſubſtance, + the 
grounds they build vpon in p ſame. A verie 
plaine, a verie true, and a verie pꝛofitable 
perſwaſion in whole 2 part: Apply it 
5 Wt 
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to our ſelues and it may thus auaile vs. 
Do Namans ſeruants ſeme to regard 


the calling ofthe Pꝛophet, and to think his 
wo2ds may not be deſpiſed without great 


plication. 


Gods Prophets t miniſters, to that which 
we know this day and this houre 2 We 
know the Loꝛd now ſpeaketh not, noꝛ buil⸗ 
deth his church in this wozlp by his owne 
voyce in his owne perſon, but he hath giuen 
ſome Prophets, ſome Apoſtles, ſome Euan- 
geliſts, ſome Paſtors and teachers for the 
repairing of the ſaincts, for the worke of the 
miniſterie, and for the edific ation of the bo- 
die of Chriſt, till we all meete togither in 
the vnitie of faith vnto a perfect man rr. 
| And by theſe he teacheth, by theſe he conuins 
| ceth, by thele he correcteth and inſtructetli 
1 2 rim. 3 16. vnto righteouſnes. To theſe we know he 
Match. 8.19 hath aid „Go into all the world and teach, 
| and Iwill be with you. We know he hath 
ſaid, Hethat heareth you heareth me, and 
Contempt he that deſpiſeth you deſpiſeth me, euen me 
Fminilters My ſelfe and mine owne perſon. Non reie- 
contewpt of cerunt te, ſed reiecerunt me (ſaid God to Sa- 


— 7. muel. )T hey haue not cat thee away, but haue 


caſt me away : And it is true, in the contẽpt 


of any = mniſterie duelp and * 
e 


1 
1 


folly 2 Alas what knew they concerning 


— * ä * 
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vled. None of theſe things (as we know 

them) knew Namans ſeruants, and vet 

they reuerenced, thep regarded, and per⸗ 

ſwaded their Lozd and maſter to regard, 

t feared a confempt of ſuch a mans wozds, 

What tudges in the dzeadfull and iudging 

day of God ſhall they then be againſt vs, 

that knowing what we know, and conuin⸗ 

ted in our conſciences with the trueth of 

that we heare, pet fearefully deſpiſe both 

ſpeech and ſpeaker, both calling and toun⸗ 

ſell: and not onely ſo our ſelnes,but either 

by example, oz by perſwaſton, oz by both, 

indenour to effec p ſame in others: A woꝛd 

is enough to men wiſe and learned: God 

will not indure dildaine and ſcozne foz es 

uer. is owne mouth hath ſaid, he indureth 

it when his meſſengers indure it. His own 

hand will plague it therefoze if he be God, 

vnleſſe we leaue it. Cyprian ſaid well, and 1 Bee 

to this end moſt truely, Qui non credit 

Chriſto Sacerdotem agenti, credet tandem 

vindicanti. He that belecueth not Chrift whe 

he doth the office of a miniſter, ſhall beleene 

him to his wo, whe he doth the office of a iudge. 

How doth Chailt the office of a miniſter, 

but in, and by thole, that be our miniſters? 

bel&ue not them then » beleene not Chzilt, 
un 
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and ſo receiue indgement foz contempt ot 
Chailt. 
Secondly, was the god of bodie (the re⸗ 
leaſe from a fleſhly leapꝛoſte)ſuch a matter 
de ende of in theſe ſeruants eyes, that foz it cue great 
| caching things were to be obeyed and done? What 
ure better thinke we then of god foz bodie and ſoule, 
de I of delinerance from ſpirituall leapꝛoſie of 
»:oNa ſoule that infecteth to death eternal. both of 
bodie and ſoule:ſhould not great things be 
indured foz that, ſhould not hard things be 
obeyed and followed foz that : Such is the 
fruite oł our miniſterie, and ſuch is the el⸗ 
fect of our perſwaſions if they be receiued. 
Hoc fac & viue, T his do and thou ſhalt lute. 
Jn Chzift and by Ch2iff we do if when we 
beleeue and pꝛactiſe as we are taught and 
God inableth, And thus ofthe matter ofthe 
ſeruants ſpeech, 
Yamans o The ſetcond generall head was the obe⸗ 
ences yienceof Naman to the counſell : wherein 
we may obſerne firſt. whom he yeldeth vn⸗ 
to, and followeth. Surely his owne ſer- 
uants, men, foz place ſo farrs inferiour to 
him, as ſeruants to ſuch noble and honoꝛa⸗ 
ble maſfers be vet their counſell he imbꝛa⸗ 
ceth, and their aduile, though contrarie to 


in will not reied. ow true ten 
g 
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do we ſee it to be? that graue and wiſe men wie wen 


do not regard ſo much who ſpeaketh, as * | 
what is ſpoken, knowing that Sæpe etiam ſpeakerh, | 
eſt holitor valde opþortuna locutus. T he N ol 
poore garduer many times ſpeaketh greatiy ts 
purpoſe. Sæpe ſub ſordido paliolo latet ſap i- 
entia. Often vnder a poore cloke lyeth wiſedome 
ſpromded and hidden. Daungerous therfoꝛe 
it is, and pꝛeiudiciall to god diſcretion, to ee: 
tye our ſelues to titles and plates of men {lucsroci- 
that ſhall connſell vs, as willing to regard der ot men. 
nothing, except it pꝛoceed from ſome man 
of note, graced with ſome wozldlp place 
and title of dignitie in the woꝛld: foz Na- 
man we ſee was healed, & receiued a great 
god by peelding to his poꝛe ſeruants, when 
they ſpake well and to god effect. And we 
know God himſelfe tieth not his wiſedome 
euer to men of greateſt note foz wozlbly (FE 
place, but hath often choſen the fooliſh 1. Cori. 
things of the world to confirme the wife, 
and the weake things of the world, to con- 
found the mightie things. And vile things 
of the world, and things which are deſpiſed 
hath God choſen, and things which are not, 
to bring to nought things that are, That no 


fleſh ſhculd reioyce in his preſence. 
Optimus ille quidem, qui paret fectamo- 


MG ood coun- 


Ito be fol- 


wed te a- 
Hily without 


cks. 


The fruit of 
Tamans 
dpbedicnce. 


_ of all 
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nenti: The beft man therefore is he, that im- 
braceth good counſell, be he neuer ſo meane an 
inftr from whom it commeth. 
Next we obſerue how :reavily and wil 
lingly Naman doth it, making no replie to 
the contrarie , giuing them no checke, no 
ſnub, no rebuke foz intermedling with his 
matters. Certainly a great vertue and a 
verie ſeth minde in him, to the checke 


ſe that rate and reuile, beat downe 
and diſgrace at the firſt, ſuch as perhaps al⸗ 
ter they follow, though not ſ@ming ſo to 
doe. Surely he ſpake it moderately that 
ſpake it, and it is moſt wozthy marking. 
Si merito reprehenderit quis, ſcito quia pro- 
fuit, ſi immerito, ſcito quia prodeſſe voluit. 
If a man rebuke a man and croſſe his mind with 


ſome per ſmaſion, if there be cauſe of that per- 


ſwaſion,then hath he profited thee, if there be no 


* was his heart & mind to proſite thee, 
end that ts to be reg. arded and accepted without 
any onknd checke euer. 

3 And his fleſh came againe like the fleſh 
ofa young child, and he was cleane. This 
is the frute that followed his obedience, he 
was healed. But vou will ſay, Did the wa⸗ 
ter of Jozdan heale him? No, no moze the 


the clay and ſpittle that our Sauiour vſed 
- gaue 


] 


f 
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gaue ſight, But there then that, and now 00d healed 
dere this was the meanes that it pleaſed , 


God to vſe, he bim ſelfe both there and here 
healing by bis diuine power and might. Jf 


well at once as after ſeuen times waſhing 
God could haue healed him, if it had pleaſed 
him, and without any waſhing at all if he 
would, fo2 neither the waſhing noz the nüũ⸗ 
ber auayled ante thing to his health: but 
the one vſed, becauſe ſo it plsaſed God, who 
vſeth outward things as he pleaſeth, and 
leaueth them alſo when he will, and the 
number ok times vſed onely foꝛ exerciſe of 
his faith and obedience. As he bzought the 
childꝛen of Jſrael to the land of Canaan afs 
ter many pears triall, which he could haue 
giuen farre ſoner if he would. He could by 


and by haue releaſed Ioſeph frõ his weong⸗ 


full impꝛiſonment ik he — vet he let 
him alone a long time, and all to ſchwle 
him. Dauid he could haue bꝛought to the 
kingdome, with halfe the difficultie that he 
did if he would, e haue deliuered alſo Da- 
niel and the thze& childzen, befoze euer ther 
had come into ſuch daunger: but thus he 


we alle againe., why ſeuen times he was vy be we 
ſhed, e was not healed with onte oz twiſe z n 
. , waſhing? The anſwer may be this, that as 


co : 
7 
by 
0 
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thought god ts exerciſe their faith, pafience 
and hope, that much moꝛe they might ſhine 
danuing thus bene tryed. And this is a note 

fo2 all wearie ſuters in this place to take 
. with them. It it pleaſed God — could effect 

n comſort ur deſires, and diſpatch yon away in a 
dap, buf then ſhould not you know , what 
perhaps thus you learne , neither inward 
faith receiue ſuch frutefull exerciſe, as thus 
| it doth, loking to God, hoping in God, and 
reſting vpon God, to receiue frõ him what 
hall be beſt, and in ſuch time and ſpace as 
all be beſf. Vet map J not ſay that pour 
p:ofiting any way by pour delapes map be 
a iuſt excule to them, that without any need 
are cauſes ofthe ſame. Foz ſurely the Loꝛd 
would haue all honeſt ſutes with conue⸗ 
nient ſpeede euer diſpatched: and that made 
Moſes firft ſit him ſelfe from mo2ning fo 
night , and after to chuſe others his coadtu- 
toꝛs in that buũnelle, that men might moꝛe 
quickl p and eaſily be reletued. And thus 

much bytefly of Namans healing. 
mae Che fourth and laſt thing is his thank⸗ 
«oktulnes, fulnes when he was healed, ſet downe in 
woꝛds e in derds, to God, and to the Pꝛo⸗ 
phet, and that not fozmally but vehement⸗ 


mew ty 9 His tpankkulnes to God in 
* wo20s, 


f 
7 : 
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woꝛds that he knew nov there was no God 
in all the world but in Iſrael. In derds, that In deeds, 
he would thence forth offer neither burnt 
* facrifice, nor offring vnto any other God 
ſaue vnto the Lard. Both woꝛds and deeds 
a duetie ſwete , perfoꝛmed as it ſhould be 
in any man. Fo2 what may the Lozd mozsg 
iuſtly require foz bis mercies and benefifts - 
then a thankfull heart? Perfozme this and 
perfo2me but duetie, yet perfozme this and pod Goal 
perfozme what God eſfemeth highly, and at 
what godly men haue euer perkoꝛzmed zea⸗ 
louſly, Iacob the great Patriarch, when he 
conſidered what he had beene, and whathe 
was, and by whoſe meanes he was what 
he was, bow b2ake out the flame of ſuch 
ſwete feling info pꝛaiſe and pꝛaper, ſap⸗ 4 
ing: OGod of my father Abraham, and Cen. 32. 10. 
God of my father Gay &c. Iamnot wor- 
thy of the leaſt of all the mercies, and of all 
the truth which thou haſt ſhewed vnto thy 
ſeruant, for with my ſtaffe came Iouer this 
lorden, and now haue ] gotten two bands, 
&c. God make them that haue gotten two 
bands with Iacob, beginning but with 
their ſkaffe, as thankful tothe giner as Ia⸗ 
| cob was, | 

What felt Dauid when he cried, Au 


uc. 1. 


uc. 17. 
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retribuam! What ſhallI giue, what ſhalt T 
giue to the Lord for his benefites beſtowed 
vpon me? When againe he cried, O my 


ſoule praiſe the Lord, and all that is within 


me praiſe his holy name: O my ſoule praiſe 
Les and forget not, forget not, heme 
not his benefites , which gaue thee pardon 
for thy ſinnes, &c. That is, which hath done 
this, and done that, and done a thouſand 
things fo2 the. UWhen againe he cryed, O 
Salomon (my ſonne) know the God of thy 
father. That is, that pꝛeſerued thy father, 
exalted thy father, let vp thy father , fo 


greatlp, ſo graciouſly, ſo mercifully and ſo 


bountfifully,as euer man was, Know him 
(A ſay my ſonne)and ſerue him with a per- 
fite heart and a willing minde, &c. What 
felt the bleſſed virgine Marie? when ſhe 


trped. My ſoule doth magnifie the Lord, 


&c. with thouſands mo J might name, 
encr feeling, and euer thankkull foz mers 

cies receiued. The contrarie, to wit a dull 
and dead heart in this behalfe, is as odious 
on the other ſide, and as damnable as this 
is ſwete and acceptable: witnes the Loꝛd 
Jeſus, one foz all, and once foz all, when 
he ſaid Were there not tenne clenſed, where 


are then the other nine? Behold there is not 


found 
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found that returneth to giue thankes but 
this one: As if he ſhould haue ſaid, O ſinne 
of ſinnes, vgly and monſtrous, ſo manie 
cleanſed and ſo few thankfull. One wzt- 
teth a Commentarie vpon the boke of Ho!corin 
Wiſdome, and there in the end tellethter?- 
taine ſfozies mozalizing vpon the, amongſt | 
which this is one: Thatacerfaine woman Afioric of | 


named Nephaſtes being with child, went an oma 
into the Temple of the gods fo aſke what if 5 


it might be that ſhe went withall:? Unto 
which deſire of hers one of the gods anſwe⸗ 
red, Fætus tuus filius eſt, & dabo pulchritu- 
dinem: Thy child is a ſonne, and I will giue 
hm beautie, Another, Fætus tuus filius eſt, 

& dabo fortitudinem : Thy child #5 a bare, 
and I will giue it ſtrength, The third, Fætus 
tuus filius eſt & dabo diuitias: Thychildss 

a ſonne and 1 will giue him riches. Th great 
gifts, beautie, fo2tifude and riches: pet 
(ſaith the ſtozie) the mather made a tuſh at 
all theſe, becauſe her hart wiſhed ſomwhat 
elſe, that was not named: to wit, fauour 
of great perſonages and long life. Which 
when the gods ſaw, to reward vnthankful⸗ 
neſſe with a condigne puniſhment, they 
chaunged their giftes, and be that ſaidhe 
would giue beautie, gaue the child when it 


* 


0 
j 
| 


f 
| 


aman with 


— , but with an edge he was thankfull , ⁊ that 


| 
: 
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as Wa the bead of of an ape, \ he re that faid 
he would giue ſtrength, gaue it foz hands 
coſe fete, and fo2 armes goſe legges : the 
third that ſaid he would gine riches , Dedit 
ecexcoriatum, gaue it ſo bare that it had not 
ſo much as any ſkin vpon it. Thus was 
bnthankfulnes puniſhed, and be it ſtozie 
oz fable, oz whatſoeuer, the d2ift of it is 
Gods truth, as true as God, that unthank⸗ 
fulnes is odious to the Loꝛd. Naman theres 
foꝛt a blefſed man that had ſuch a fœling 
: heart of Gods godnes towards him, 
But was he onely thankful? e (J ſay) 


— >= allo is to be noted. Bis words haue an em⸗ 

phaſis in them, and a vehemencie: No God, 
Ga, no God, but the God of Iſrael: Ver 
neuer ſacrifice to any elſe, neuer, neuer, Vea 
God be mercifull vnto me when I ſhall but 
bow downe in the houſe of Rimmon, by 
reaſon of the king my maſter leaning vpon 
my ſhoulder, God (I ay) be mercifull vnto 
me and forgiue, but euen thus much decli- 
ning from this my God, that hath thus 
healed me, &c. All which wozds we ſ& haue 
beate in them, and pzocede from a heart 
that is thzoughly touched. Away then (ſaith 
this example) with all fozmall and froſen 
thanks, 
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thanks, ſuch as commeth not from the 1 Words a 
and therfoze bath ſcarſe power to come out. 
ofthe mouth, but halfe cleaueth in the teeth: 

Such neuer God loned , ſuch neuer Gods 
childzen vſed oz liked, Pad Machiauel tal⸗ 

keth in this as in other dueties of religion, 

ofa ſeeming, and not a being: but as god | 
à politician as he, and farre better, ſaith, 

O dogma, ad principis perniciem pariter — ax 
& ſubditorũ. O rule tending to the ſubuerſiun To ſceme 
both of Prince and people. UUhatſoener men notto b 
ſay, the fruthofGod ſaith, thankfulnes to 
God is to be perfourmed, nof in ſhew, but 

in truth: not foʒ fozme , but with feeling, 

as here did Naman. Foz what is that fire Made 
that the Loꝛd Jeſus bapttzeth with all, is it * 
colder then water? Wby' came the holy ,,. 
gholt vpon the Apoſtles like tongues of 
fire? Surely theſe places tell vs that heat 
in heart, and heat in tongue is wherfoeuer 

Gods ſpirite ruleth: and ik where there is 1 
ſome warmth that is a luke warmnes, pet Reuel. | 
there the Loꝛd thzeatneth deſtruction and 
confuſion: faying, He will vomit ſuch out 

of his mouth: how much moze where there 

is none at all? no not euen ſo much as a 

lukewarmnes,buf onely a ſæming, to ſoth 
the wozld withall,and no moze, 6 Far there- 
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foze from all Gods childzen be this wicked 
paradox, and in ſfede thereof this example 
of Naman thus vehemently feling, eſpea- 
king, fogither with that moſt certaine and 
ſure truth, that Religioſa pietas ſolum im- 
mobile fundamentum. Religious pietie not 
ſeeming pietie, is the onely immouabie foundati- 
on euer to am man. Thus was be thankfull 
towards God. Laſtly is to be conſidered his 
thankfulnes alſo towards the Pzophet, to⸗ 
gither with the earneſtnes thereofagaine, 
and ſo to end. 
» His thankfulnes fo the Pꝛophet is ſet 
up downe in theſe wozds, I pray thee tale a 
ct, reward of thy ſeruant: teſtifping thereby, 
that his heart felt with a ſweete tall the be - 
nefite done vnto him by his miniſterie: a 
thing which likewiſe God euer required, 
and men of vertue haue euer perfourmed, 
as might by ſundꝛie ſcriptures be ſhewed 
de, it were nedfull. But alas the dayesand 
times wherin we liue, as farre from wert 


bene pleaſured, as euer any dayes ſince 
Jath.4.r5 the woꝛld began. The Galathians , when 
_ faint Paul had taught the the woꝛd of God, 
opened their vnderffanding and bꝛought 


themothe faith, thonght the veriexxesin 


conceipts towards men by whom we haue 
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their heads not to much to beſfow on him. 
Mie in ffeede ol giuing eyes, could finde in 
our heart to take the eies of them that haue 
begotten vs vnto Chꝛiſt, and are the mini⸗ 

ſcers by whom either firſt we belcued, oz 
at leaſt were greatly increaſed and pꝛoli⸗ | 
fed in beliefe. God turne our hearts and il 
lay not fo our charge in his iudging dag 
what the true teachers ol Gods eternal te⸗ 
ftimonies find at our hands in theſe dayes, | 

But do ws deale thus onely with the mi⸗ ö 
niſters? No, euen the ciuill Pagiſtrate, 
whoſe cares and toy les, no loue, no life, no 
death ca euer requite, dꝛinketh of the ſame | | 

= 
| 


cup, and receiueth the ſame meaſure at our 
hands as the miniſters do: fo2 we raile, we 
rime, we gird, we glante, we tel old wines |! 
tales ot them-atſo, Plutarch repozteth of Note chis 1 
ſome Grecians in the life of Flaminius, that W 
Philip being ouertome, and liberty pꝛoclai⸗ 
med vnto them by Flaminius, they crped 
with ſuch vehemencte , e Sauiour, 
Sauiour, that the verie foules in the aire 
_ fel[downe dead with the ſound of the crie, 
and fhey ſa pꝛeſſed to ſ& the face of him 
that was ſo god vnto them, that time it 
was foꝛ Flaminws fo make away, leſt the; 
muß ok the people 2 haue ouer⸗ 
1 
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| jood runne and cruſhed both him and others. 
| pe fir Here was loue and thankfulnes we ſer 
1 molt vehement. God doth know, and our 
ſoules and conſciences teſtiſte vnto vs this 
day, how farre we ercede theſe Grecians 
tnfrevome and merctes beſtowed vpon vs, 
not by a Romaine oz Meathen, but by a 
mot Chꝛiſtian Nucene and gracious go⸗ 
nernour ouer vs (his hand and power that 
hitherto hath done it, long mercifully pꝛe⸗ 
ſerue her to vs.) Where be our cries with 
theſe Grecians -»7, v7, Fauiour, Sauour? 
(o is me to ſpeak it) ſome of vs crie, and 
to manie of vs crie in ſfeede of this, No 
church, no ſacraments, no miniſters, no 
diſcipline at all, and therefoze we muſt 
leaue all open aſſemblies in this land, and 
combine our ſelues togither to erect a fozme. 
accozding to our wils, in woods, in fields, 
in holes and coꝛners where we can: Yea 
with moze wo J ſpeake it, ſome feare not 
to wꝛite, Pharao of Egypt gaue the Ifrae- 
lites leaue to worſhip God truely, but our 
Magiſtrates, F they ſhould giue vs leaue 
yet could we not be ſuffered for ſuch and 
ſuch. Making an If, after theſe inünite 
merties powzed vpon vs by God, in the 
gracious gouernment we liue vnder, and 
£7 Ty caſting 
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caſfing downe the gouernours in merit tos 
wards vs, beneath Pharao of Egypt. O ſin⸗ 
full If, O damnable and vnduetifull If. It 
this be our thankfulnes towards mẽ, from 
whom we haue receined health, and health 
not of bodie as here Naman did, but of ſoule 
and bodie infinite and vnknowne wayes, 
without doubt we be no Namans, à man 
may ſweare we be no Namans, noꝛ Greti 
ans that ſo felt the friendſhip of Flaminius, 
noz men in this behalfe of ciuill vertue: 
God make vs in the end god ſubiects. 

But from whence might this great vn⸗ 


thankfulnes both to Pagiltrate x Piniſter * 


ariſe « flow in theſe men:? Surelp the verie 
foũtaine is this(asJ thinke)that they may 
not be ſuffered by either of them to alter 
and chaunge the lawes they like not of at 
their pleaſures , not conſidering, oz regar⸗ 
ding, as may be thought, with that ſtayed» 
neſſe of head and trembling of heart that 
were to be wiſhed, what either the wildom 
of God hath ſet downe in his wozd, in con⸗ 
ſcience to be followed, oʒ what wiſedome of 
men in gonernment and pollicte expert, 
baue deliuered, in diſcretion to be regar- 
ded, Foꝛ the woꝛd of God, me thinke the 
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moe ſhould greatly mone vs, where the 
Spirit of God ſaith thus. My ſonne feare 
the Lord and the king, and medle not with 
them that are ſeditious, for their deſtruction 
| ſhall ariſe ſuddenly , and who knoweth the 
| ruine of them both? That are ſeditious, 
| ſaith the Engliſh ; but that are Changers 
| n Uariers ſaith the Þeb2ue gnim ſhonim. 
| 

| 


24.21. 


And that we might vnderſtand what Uas 
riers and Chaungers are meant, Tremel- 
lius and lunius ſay thus: Cum varijt, id ef, 


TLariantibus G perfrin gent: bus leges Des &> 
ſuorum Principum. Denique de ficientibus vita 


a ſua numorigera a reuerentia Dei & Regis. 
With Uariers, that is variers and b2ea- 
kers of the lawes ol God and of their own 

hangers of Pꝛinces. And finally by their vndutifull 
Princeslaws and diſobedient life , making default of re- 
uerence to God and Pzince, ( um mut anti- 
Prov. 6%, lap others, ſcilicet le ges, conſurtudines, 
ritus bonos , ſtatum regni. With chaungers, 
to wit, oflawes , cuſfomes, god rites, and 
ſtate of a kingdome. With theſe my ſonne 
meddle not, but feare the Lord & the king. 
For the deſtruction of ſuch ee 
den, and who knoweth the ruine of them 
C reſimonies both? Fo2 the waitings ot men let Auſtin 
men. poth ſos learning vertue, and experience 
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ſent lavves and manners invſe , gouerne the iner. 


ſomevohat worſe. Poſitas ſemel leges con- dee 
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weigh ſomthing with ds, who ſetting down ; 
that chaunges ſometimes map be either by npiſt.18. 
adding oz detracting, yet ſeffeththis down 1 

as a molt fryed truth, that when achaunge 
is made, Quæ adiuuat vtilitate, perturbat 
nouitate. Nhat it pꝛoſiteth by his godneſſe, 
if troubleth with his newneKe, Wozthie is 
the place aduiſed reading, and religious 
marking, if we regard any mens iudge⸗ is 
ments but our owne. Others haue topned — 
with this iundgement of Auſtin fitly x fully | 
if neede were to ſhew many. Tutiſſime a- ajc;v;aq 8 
gunt qui præſentibus moribus legibuſque 2p*d Thus | 
ctiamſi deteriores ſint, minimum variantes, f 
rempublicam adminiſtrant. Z he 5 deale moſt z, 1 uns, 
ſafely that varying as litle as may be from pres 


I nige qua- 


4 


common vvealth thereby, although they bee 
ſtanter ſeruate, nec vllã earum mutate. Nam . 4 
quæ in ſuo ſtatu eademque manent, etſi de- 7%.  _ | 
teriora ſint, tamen vtiliora ſunt Rei publice e 4 
his, quæ per innouationẽ vel meliora indu- 3 
cuntur. Lawes once eſtabliſhed keep conſtantly, Apud Dion. 
neither chaunge ame of them. For things which S* 
remaine in their ſkate and the ſame, although 
they be vvorſe, yet are more Profitable 20 the 
common voealth, then thoſe wohich by 1 innoua. 
C 13 
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Fincca rion are brought in better. Non conualeſcit 
u. planta quæ ſæpius trãsfertur. he plant that 
int. lb. 3. 25 often remoued doth not proſper. Sperne cir- 
Katut. ca te nouatores, qui vt aliquid videantur af- 
f terre ſui, etiam rea comutant.Deſpi/e about 
þ thee mnouators , who that they may ſeeme to 
Fring ſomething of their owne, chaunge euen 
right things. Many ſuch things out of wile 
mens wz:titings might be alledged. By 
which all, as by theſe now named, my ton⸗ 
ſctencep3ofiteth but only thus: Not to think 
that what man doth, may neuer be chaun⸗ 
ged oz bettered, fo2 J haue appꝛoued Au- 
{tins iudgement befoze to the contrarp, but 
to learne as much reuerece towards things 
eſtabliſhed by graue and godly aduiſe, as 
poſſibly there may appeare cauſe in them, 
to hate raſh buſineſſe, and buſte raſhneſle, 
and if things muſt and ought to be chaun⸗ 
ged in deede, then to do it, if J were a doer, 
o2 to ſeeke it, it᷑ I be a ſcker, as that wiſe D- 
L. _, ratfo2ſayd, Quam minimo ſonitu. 7th as 
Cicero ad 3 N | | 
Actic lb. 11. Iitle 205/e 4s ay be. Thus in mine opinion 
pit might we ſomewhat lefſen the cauſe, and 
dꝛie bp the fountaine from whence ſpꝛin⸗ 
geth ingratitude now named towards Pa- 
giſtrates and ꝙiniſters and make vs crie, 
as thankfully as euer the Ozectans vs of 
1 om 
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whom J haue ſpoken, o2 as Naman the Als 
ſp2ian doth, whom now we intreat of, God 
guide bs and direct vs in his mercte. „ 
The heat J ſaid of Namans thankfulnes ama 14 
was to be obſerued, which god his wiſdome — 
hath not concealed, but purpoſely noted in co « 
this (He would haue compelled him.) Jt 
affoo2deth vs this doctrine , that it is not 
enough when we haue receiued a benefite 
from men, to vtter a few fozmall thanks, 
oꝛ to conceiue a few fine phꝛaſes, but both 
man iopeth in and God himſelfe requireth 
à heat, a zeale, àn earneſt, faithfull, and 
feeling thankſgiuing after God the giuer, 
to man the meanes of his mercie towards 
vs. Naman had it here in the text, and God 
will not conceale it, but vtter it foz our 
knowledge. The Leaper cleanſed in the 
Golpel, turned backe, fell downe on his 

face at Jeſus fiete, and with a low d voyce Lake 16 
gaue him thanks: all wozds and geſtures 

of heat and hartineſle in this duetie. The 
blind man when he had receiued ſight, Fol- 
lowed Ieſus, and praiſed him: followed him 
(ſaith the ſtozie ) which was heate, when a 
froſen zeale would haue flipt away after 

a few fozmall woꝛds. What heartie heats 


was in Marie fog god receiued, When the 
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lay athisfefe, and with teares that came 
from a rauiſhed heart walhed them, and 
wiped. them with the haires of her head. 
Was this an o2dinarte thankfulnes , oꝛ a 
heat in her, honoured by God himſelfe, and 
in vs aſlured euerof bleſſing,if we haue it⸗ 
Whankfall therefoze we ought to be not 
onely to God but to men, foz ſo was Na- 
man, and that feruently, not falſely, fo2 ſo 
was Naman. pi. 
rye Why the Pꝛophet would not receiue 
Ae * this offred gikt at Namans hands, two cau⸗ 
© "> ſes map be coniectured: One, that he might 
bꝛesd in Naman a conceipt of difference in 
him, and all true Pꝛophets, from falſe dil⸗ 
ſemblers, where of then were many, with 
whom all was filh that came to net. Ano⸗ 
ther, that he might hereby occaſion Naman 
to thinke of God, as the onely giuer, wozs 
ker, and eſfecter of his health, and not of any 
vertue in him (the P2ophet ) thereunto, 
which happely he might haue done, ik his 
þ core of our Nit had bene receiued. This teacheth vs a 
doctrine of care to pꝛeſerue our honeſt eſti⸗ 
| mation in the woꝛld with all men, as we 
Perm may well, and not to robbe God of his gla⸗ 
be © rie by ignozance in men to diſcernearight, 
but the time is gone: The God of mexcis 
- A 
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and power giue his woꝛd a bleſſing, make 
it a ſanour of life vnto life fo vs, and let it 
neuer be a ſauour of death vnto death: Jns 
creaſe our knowledge, but increaſe our 
obedience alſo acco2ding to our knowledge, 
that we may not onelp know what to do, 
but do if euerie day, aud euerie way moꝛe 
and moze though Jeſus Chꝛiſt our Lo2d, 
who with the father ant the holy ghoſt, be 
bleſſed, pꝛaiſed, and honoured now 
and fo2 enermoze, 
Amen, 


FINIS. 


Faults eſcaped. 


pag. 13. for æe e read xoexret , for xcewrar read xt. 
Pag. 3 3. in the margent, for Epiſt.18.read Epiſt.13 4 Pag. 14. 
read the Welch note thus. Iri feth ſydd anodd y ddynabed, 
oye ering duwarnod, Pag. 19. line. 21. forconfirme, read 
contound. | 
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